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Synopsis

"A memoir of the human heart . . . a drama of the highest order as well as an important document of
twentieth-century history."--Faye KellermanBetty Markowitz and Richie Kovacs fell in love as
teenagers in Budapest amid the terror and uncertainty of a world at war. They planned their future
together, secure in the belief that their love could survive anything, even Hitler. Then, in March
1944, the Germans invaded Hungary.Here is the moving and dramatic account of one woman’s
courage in the face of war, and of a love that spanned three decades. From the agony of separation
to the horrors of a concentration camp, from her marriage to Otto Schimmel, an Auschwitz survivor
who promised her a new life in America, through the joy and struggle of raising a family, Betty never
forgot her first love. Then, in 1975, she returned to Budapest and saw someone across a crowded
room ... To See You Again is Betty Schimmel’s wrenching memoir of survival and sacrifice, of love
lost and love found. A true story that unfolds with all the suspense of a novel, it is one that will not

soon be forgotten.
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Customer Reviews

| am a high-school student in Arizona. We had to read this book for school, and the Schimmels
came to our class to talk about their experiences as Holocaust survivors.| didn’t really care that
much about the Richie love story once | met them in person. Mr. & Mrs. Schimmel are people
devoted to each other and, no matter how it happened, found an incredible love story of their own. |
hope someday to have a relationship like theirs is now.Their survival really made a difference to the

world, since they are here to tell their story. There are a lot of people my age that think the



Holocaust never happened. | know it did because | met people who lived through it and spend all
their time telling students about the war. It was really touching, and a lot of us were crying hearing
about all the terrible things that happened to them and we were all thinking about how we might
have been in the same situation.| guess the best part of the book is what people will do to survive,

but the really cool thing is that Betty took the time to write it and tell everyone about her story.

At its heart this book is about how one must make painful, uncertain decisions in painful, uncertain
times -- and how one particular person and family lived with the impact of those decisions long after
WWII had ended. Reading about Betty’s life, as well as her husband, Otto (not to mention Richie), is
a poignant, moving experience. All emerge as real people with real virtues and real flaws -- products
of the time and place in which they were forced to grow up too quickly and in a world turned upside
down. The book works because of the well-crafted details: Betty’s pre-war memories of her mother’s
delicate tea cups and jam jars lined up neatly in a row; the daily decisions her mother -- and others
-- made during the war to protect themselves or to escape the enemy; the description of how a
friend, who chose to pass as a gentile, was lost; and the pain in Otto’s voice -- a man who had
resigned himself to always be second fiddle. No wonder he worked so hard. "To See You Again”
reminds us that we’re all too human, that some choices stay with you forever, and that we can grow

to accept and even to embrace them.

There are so many confliciting reviews, | just had to read this book and write this review.l knew the
author, many years ago in Europe. Although we did not know each other before the war in our
native Budapest, we were in the same camp. We are about the same age. | knew her then -- and
her family. Betty [her American name] was a young girl, whose idealized life was torn apart. Her
love for Richie kept her hopes alive as much as her dear Mother kept her body alive... and perhaps
her faith kept her soul alive. She was ill in the camps, perhaps often delirious. Many of us were --
with death, sickness and hunger as our constant companions.l can’t blame her for her obsession
with her first love -- | am sure her maturity was arrested at the same time she was taken away. So,
she got older, but remained 15 for many many years. You cannot imagine the horrors we endured --
Schindler’s list is a "Disney-like" version of our experience.All Holocaust survivors are deeply
damaged souls. We are not "normal” in any sense of the word. Luckily, in later life, Betty finally
learned what true love is, and her husband stuck with her -- through her troubled life and even
now... even as she painted such a unneccessarily cruel and negative portrait of him in her book... he

must be a very sad and very special man.This book will not win any great awards. It is just one story



-- one about a very spoiled, self-centered and foolish girl who is REAL. She did live the life she
described -- | know that for certain -- and she had the nerve to admit it to the world. Don’t criticize

her, understand her.

Not very many books make me cry..this one DID! Betty Schimmel is an amazing survivor and has a
story that | will probably never forget. | do not understand how people can call her "selfish" or or say
she complained too much. She endured and survived the most cruelest circumstances and her
story tells how strong love can be even in the darkest times. If someone can read this book and not
feel any emotion something is wrong. This book makes you realize how lucky we are to enjoy

freedom and health. | read this book more than a year ago and it still touches my life.

"To See you again" is one of the most touching stories | have read in ages. It is a riveting tale that
holds the reader throughout its entirety. Although much of the story takes place in Hungary during
the Holocaust, the mood is one of hope & even joy in a time & place when it is least expected. The
characters become bigger-than-life & you feel as if you are there with them. | enjoyed this book
completely and would recommend to all: historians, lovers, and anyone wanting a great story.

Congrats to the authors.

| normally would not be drawn to love stories, nor stories involving the holocaust. However, this
book was impossible to put down. | would highly recommend this book to anyone looking to get a
better feel for what life was like under Nazi rule, and to hear an amazing story of a love that never

died.
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